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extend the time-limit,2 to have Serbia appeal to the Great
Powers,3 to have England and Italy collaborate with Aus-
tria to end the tension,4 to have Austria modify her ultima-
tum, even after it had been presented and answered,5 to
have the Great Powers institute a kind of informal inter-
national supervision over Serbia to prevent anti-Austrian
plots in the future,6 and above all to have England restrain
Austria and Germany by proclaiming unmistakably her
solidarity with France and Russia,7 No wonder that at
the British Foreign Office Sir Arthur Nicolson complained
on July 27: "This is confusing. In three consecutive days
M. Sazonov has made one suggestion and two proposals
all differing from each other. . . . One really does not know
where one is with M, Sazonov, and I told Count Bencken-
dorff so this afternoon."8
Germany's main solution, until she read the conciliatory
Serbian reply and began seriously to realize that Russia
would not remain quiet, was the "localization" of the
conflict which she had been urging for a week. . But this
was absolutely unacceptable to Russia and France, and
therefore to England. As Sir Arthur Nicolson wrote to
Buchanan: "The talk about localizing the war merely means
that all the Powers are to Ijold the ring while Austria quietly
strangles Serbia. This to my mind is quite preposterous,
not to say iniquitous."9
Italy, embarrassed by her obligations to both groups of
Allied Powers, and therefore especially desirous of prevent-
ing a European war, hoped to work with England to this
end. On July 27 and 28 she made an excellent proposal
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*B.D., 170.
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